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The Application of Philosophical Literature in the Interpretation of Surah Al-
Tawhid in the Perspectives of Avicenna, Mulla Sadra, and Imam Khomeini

Mohammad Reza Arshadi-Nia'

Abstract

As monotheism is a central doctrine in the sacred teachings of Islam, Surah
Al-Tawhid holds a pivotal position in the view of Islamic philosophers. In
their ontological perspective, the issue of unity and multiplicity is one of the
fundamental topics. Given that unity is coextensive with existence,
explaining multiplicities requires an appropriate justification. Revelatory
teachings emphasize unity-centered theology, enriching and elevating it.
Among all monotheistic verses, Surah Al-Tawhid, despite its brevity, serves
as an ocean of infinite monotheistic knowledge for the profound thinkers,
rather than the literalists. Theosophical philosophers, with a unity-oriented
perspective, perceive philosophical and theosophical meanings in every
word of this Surah. Three eminent philosophers have provided interpretative
works specifically on this Surah. What they established in theology in its
broadest sense (al-ilahiyat bi al-ma‘na al-a‘am) inspired by monotheistic
teachings, they re-applied in theology in its narrower sense (al-ilahiyat bi al-
ma‘na al-akhas). Avicenna and Mulla Sadra, through independent treatises,
interpreted this Surah based on the scope of philosophical reasoning and
theosophical contemplation, revealing noticeable differences and
advancements between their interpretations. On the other hand, Imam
Khomeini, grounded in the teachings of transcendent theosophy (Hikmat al-
Muta’aliyah), offered an interpretation that demonstrates the profound
difference in the insights of "deep thinkers of the latter days" compared to
earlier scholars. A comparison of the interpretative points by these three
philosophers illustrates the progressive advancement and elevation of
monotheistic  philosophy and underscores the necessity of applying
philosophical literature to the interpretation of religious texts.

Keywords: Avicenna, Mulla Sadra, Imam Khomeini, Surah Al-Tawhid,
Personal Unity of Existence.
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