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Typology and Classification of Philosophy of Religion (From Common Types to
Desired Approaches)

Ramazan Alitabar’

Abstract

Philosophy of religion, as an independent discipline, can be classified into various
types based on its subject matter, nature, approach, and identity. This issue is valid
for both existing and ideal philosophy of religion. The common philosophy of
religion, both in terms of subject and approach, encompasses various types and can
be categorized in multiple ways. Similarly, the desired philosophy of religion can
also be divided based on the scope of its subject and issues. This article, employing
a library-based method for data collection and a rational approach in nature,
examines some classifications and key typologies of approaches in the philosophy of
religion. The findings of this research highlight several typologies of philosophy of
religion, such as classifications based on a priori and a posteriori distinctions,
thematic scope, inclinations, and approaches. Another finding indicates that the
existing philosophy of religion, despite its claim of universality, does not encompass
all religions in terms of its subject (religion); instead, it primarily focuses on
Christianity. Moreover, in terms of identity, it is not neutral or impartial; rather, it is
a directional and identity-laden discipline. Accordingly, it can be categorized into
various approaches such as atheistic, critical, analytical, hermeneutical, feminist, and
others.

Keywords: Philosophy of Religion, Typology, Categories of Philosophy oReligion,
Common Philosophy of Religion, Desired Philosophy of Religion
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XXXIX.
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