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The Nature of Practical Intellect According to Avicenna and Descartes Based
on the Book of Moral Law
Ali Fazli'

Abstract

What is the nature of practical intellect? This question has occupied the minds of
both Islamic and Western philosophers, with each providing answers based on their
philosophical frameworks. Among the prominent Islamic philosophers is Avicenna
(Ibn Sina), and among Western philosophers is Descartes, both of whom have
sought to address this question. According to Avicenna, the practical intellect is a
faculty that perceives matters that are fitting or unfitting for humans to do or avoid,
based on the premises of theoretical intellect, i.e., widely accepted general opinions.
It then issues specific practical judgments—be they related to management or
ethics—based on these premises. Furthermore, these specific judgments generate a
will within the individual to act upon them, enabling them, through the body, to
carry out these actions voluntarily. Thus, practical intellect possesses a composite
identity: cognitive, volitional, and behavioral. In contrast, Descartes divides the
faculty of reason, as the highest part of the soul, into two types: theoretical intellect
and practical intellect. The theoretical intellect pertains to perceptions and
judgments, while the practical intellect relates to volitions and emotions. Based on
their definitions, both philosophers have addressed components such as the
relationship between practical intellect, will, and desire. This study adopts a
descriptive-analytical method to reflect the perspectives of these two philosophers
on the practical intellect and its components.

Keywords: Avicenna, Descartes, Soul, Practical Intellect, Will.
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