LEE AR TA VS PRCS RHE https://cph.samt.ac.ir:a & alele

U 2l 08 s 31 dnplliimgle § 306 38 S50 gy
S ST ol g o8uws b aglis >

o) g6l S

leilakiankhah@gmail.com :J stus s 55 .01 51 ¢l g5 €01 Ahedd 5 ConS dnns g0 €5 el

oS s Sledb)
Gl sl Jsl 3le sy Do ps Sl S e el (S Ol @ el 15 4 Ll tlagw ;b
oyl e B 5oty 03 g0 4 Ol g oo dhaz 314573 et oy OT (gl 1y osbas 5 45 o ASTT anlallimle VEF/VIYA rdl s
)b)@:ﬁj&&t@:ﬁjf—‘:;;L&“SJ_’».GSd}‘éb\.ﬁé‘j&)&ﬁ@Q‘j@@dlabbt;w)bJ; \f~?/'I\/YVZu:ﬁJ%
a3l 3 (Il 63ka s 05 55 5515 3 g0 a ey s se g anclldale ¢ 55 g0 L ) RIS o
;f.'}f)é R 90 5‘))‘)3 olf.liéjé 6‘)\3}\4{-\&)‘50 Ol g_;‘:‘i}{T Ju‘.n}? )UT S :Gwo‘fj‘}
K] >J,:§6» 41,,&\3 L:.wd‘ )‘ L)le 3-}3 )) L;b MJ‘SA )‘J.; L’:J}‘ 6:\.:& sj'g- b Jﬁ-}n L:..ﬂu.:\ le.w’h UUT WUA
s 3355 i ool Ll den (g5 45T Wil o S sy 5 Shas S5 ol 1y 5 50 ST e
B - T T T 2T by
Sl 3 g0 SSTyol 4 BU a5 Jgl o8 s 457 Lidinn O jeue 5= 51 laBlS o O 4 5 pAe 4dudlo
S5

ol ey 3 g0 8 a3 gn gm anclallals ¢ 50 50 STl 5 o8 s 3 5l
355 el gm gn g G L L 015 0 (53 Ol oS 5 olo g oyl alaSe |
Jats Sl 5 a5 b 5 Sl 52 50 98 Loy 350 90 &Sl Olad 5 50 ST 50l LT S el df_lQT
Loy > 30 015 o o8 S LT canclalonle e 553 5 30 3o Lo S Sy (K58 o gt 53 i ek

owils Jol e3le s 1y 3550 92

k;»'jlsw\r)'Y>)?y}aLgsﬁyifbahg\j.ugﬁJ.LMG‘:L)LIZJ@&U\ST&)J{
s Oldle o8 Wl g e g At Ola gt 4elil (M Jol e ol Jg30s b e ol
s5om e s ey 35 5o STl 53 210y el o pime 352 50 58 Loy g o Sl Jue o7 L
0 L ol 457 2 i 0l OT Sl s laadad L ol (S De lal s o (Sl (L ol & o

Wl JB Sl (3be &S0l 53 5 5 0 3

35 9n 98 ey 392 5
52 Lay o 5o ST

AAVAL0) Y il 4l gy ST olo 5 o8 3 i 3 Ll o8 3 1 anclalltole 35 30 S350 (s 2 (VF+F) O ol il S 230izl
https://doi.org/10.30487/cph.2025.2075291.1052

() Sl ke > AN S o 5 5 aadllae Ol Sl 30 ¢ il 4l & 25 Al S8 iy 5 (Y+YO) V1 ©


mailto:leilakiankhah@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.30487/cph.2025.2075291.1052
https://doi.org/10.30487/cph.2025.2075291.1052
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7251-2027

AR AEL YA VRS PR RAE

https://cph.samt.ac.ir:a & alele

Avicenna on discovery of the subject matter of Metaphysics

Kiankhah leila®

In comparison with Aquinas

Assistant Professor in the Iranian institute of philosophy, Tehran, Iran.
Corresponding author: leilakiankhah@gmail.com

Article Info

Abstract

History
Received: October 20, 2025

Accepted: November 18, 2025

Keywords
Avicenna

Thomas Aquinas
existent (being)
existent as existent
being qua being

discovery of existent as existent

Following Aristotle, Avicenna emphasizes the necessity of first principles of
the science of Metaphysics as a crucial rule for demonstrative science,
enumerating examples for it, including the existent and the one. From
Avicenna’s overall statements in this regard, three criteria can be ascertained
for the first principles: being the most evident, generality, and having no
quidditative definition (hadd) or description (rasm). Avicenna also considers
the subject matter of Metaphysics—i.e. existent as existent or being qua
being—to be among the first principles.

An examination of the works of Thomas Aquinas indicates that he had
two separate views on discovery of existent (being). In some of his works, he,
like Avicenna, regards the existent as a first principle, but in some others,
unlike Avicenna, he considers discovery of the existent as a product of a
complex rational function not accessible to all human beings, not even to some
earlier philosophers. Some commentators believe that Aquinas’ first view
concerns discovery of the existent, but that his second view pertains to
discovery of the subject matter of Metaphysics; i.e., existent as existent or
being qua being.

Considering Aquinas’ views and the interpretations offered by his
commentators, Avicenna could be confronted with an important question: is
discovery of the existent identical to discovery of existent as existent (or being
qua being)? And, given Avicenna’s detailed explanation of how the
metaphysician grasps the ‘as existent’ (or ‘qua being’) aspect, could existent as
existent still be regarded as a first principle?

Examination of Avicenna’s works shows that while it is essential for
discovery of existent as existent to go through certain rational stages, these
stages do not involve definitions and demonstrative arguments. Instead, they
can be admonitions that do not contradict the firstness of existent as existent.
Thus, according to Avicenna’s criteria, the posteriority in discovery of existent
as existent relative to other first principles does not undermine its firstness,
since Avicenna believes in priority and posteriority in the discovery of first
principles.
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